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Предисловие

Настоящее пособие представляет собой сборник английских текстов, посвященных воспитанию детей дошкольного возраста в инновационных детских садах г. Москвы. Воспитательная работа в экспериментальных детских садах ведется по специальным программам, разработанным  ресурсными центрами при  департаменте образования  Москвы. 

В пособии рассказывается о таких направлениях работы детских дошкольных учреждений, как раннее обучение детей иностранным языкам, гендерное, экологическое, мультикультурное воспитание, развитие интеллектуальных способностей дошкольников, формирование ценностных ориентаций и др. Весь языковой материал является профессионально направленным и предназначен для студентов, обучающихся по направлениям: «Педагогическое образование», «Специальное (дефектологическое образование)», «Психолого-педагогическое образование». Тексты снабжены вокабуляром с переводом трудных слов и оборотов на русский язык и заданиями для развития коммуникативных навыков. Текстовый материал, представленный в сборнике, призван совершенствовать базовые виды речевой деятельности, а также служить средством формирования профессиональной компетентности студентов по направлениям подготовки. Терминологический минимум необходим будущим специалистам в условиях профессиональной коммуникации.

Учебное пособие может быть использовано как на занятиях в аудитории, так и в качестве дополнительного учебного материала для самостоятельного индивидуального чтения. 
Text 1’
Girls and Boys
The preschool age is the time when pedagogues and parents should better understand children and help them unfold the unique potentials of their genders. Modern science uses two terms: sex, a term reflecting biological behavior, and gender, which refers to the social and cultural content of behavior. At birth, a child belongs to a biological sex. Then he or she assumes a gender role during his or her socialization. Psychologists have shown that children begin to understand their being boys or girls by the age of 2. Between the ages of 4 and 7, they begin to realize that girls grow to become women and boys become men and that their sexual identifications are permanent and are preserved through any situations and regardless of their wishes. This is to say that children reach gender stability.
In the modern society, the problem of raising children with their gender differences in mind is very important. At this time, there is a visible bias towards feminization. This is due to that both boys and girls, while being preschoolers and just becoming gender-stable, continuously remain under exclusively feminine influences. Traditionally, at home and at kindergarten, children are mostly cared for by women. Those are mothers, grandmothers, and female teachers. Analyses of object-oriented developmental environments have shown that those environments are predominantly feminine. Traditionally, in every group, girls have dolls, toy baby carriages, toy bath tubs and all kinds of utensils, while boys, at best, have toy trucks, toy construction materials and toy tools.
Programs and methods created for local kindergartens do not take into account children's gender differences. Teaching strategies, the methods of work, and developmental environments are mostly oriented towards girls. This is to say that modern education gives children no chance to realize correctly what are the feminine and masculine roles in the society. In addition, differences between purely feminine and purely masculine occupations are becoming increasingly relative. Neither families nor kindergartens are prepared to understand that girls and boys are two different worlds, two different planets and that they should be raised in different ways. The first problem we have resolved is making all adults who surround children pedagogically competent where gender education is concerned.
’Здесь и далее используется текстовый материал ресурсных центров департамента образования г. Москвы.
We had studied domestic and foreign theories. We used various forms of work, creating study courses related to the problem, delivering lectures, holding seminars and training sessions, and organizing business games for all kindergarten employees, matrons, cooks, nurses, gardeners, etc. All employees actively participated in these experiments, contributing their experiences, recommendations, and comments. At this time, every adult present in the children's environment has sufficient knowledge and applies it to correctly educating the kids, accounting for their gender differences.
Quoting a medium-age group teacher: "Earlier, when boys started running around the place with their toy trucks and cars, I thought they were violating discipline and tried to switch them to calmer games. Having learned about children's gender differences, I realized that boys absolutely had to move and be active."
Quoting a preparatory group teacher: "Finding out that boys became the most efficient by the end of a class was a true discovery to me. Now, during my classes, they have also become active participants!"
The availability of an object-oriented developmental environment is a prerequisite of the forming of children's gender identities. To girls and boys, the place where they spend their time is an entire world or even a multitude of worlds. All things here, from the walls and furniture to toys, are like windows to the world to them. What girls and boys see looking out of these windows affects the development of their tastes, views, self-assuredness, and other personality-related qualities.
We have fundamentally changed our approach to the organization of the environment, setting up two specially equipped playing zones, like two kingdoms for girls and boys, and a place for playing together and communicating. In this case, the roles of adults are reduced to uncovering to boys and girls the entire range of potentials of their environment, while directing their efforts towards the use of its individual elements, having in mind the gender and individual particulars and requirements of every child.
In the beginning, we help the forming of gender stability by using color markers to highlight gender differences. We mark towels, glasses for gargling, bed sheets, bed covers, and carpeting in play zones. This is necessary for repeatedly reminding children of their being girls or boys.
Marking girls' and boys' lockers also worked well. In the youngest group, pictures for lockers are made by parents or teachers and children pick what they like best. In the older age groups, children make these pictures themselves.
Girls and boys are two different worlds. This is why we need male teachers to work next to female ones. Male teachers should not only implement specific educational techniques but also demonstrate masculine behavior. The presence of a man in a woman's group improves discipline and motivates both boys and girls.
Gender education includes holding both joint and specially organized separate classes, which help the development of personality-related qualities. Boys do their handiwork in specially equipped shops. Work is the best teacher. The social significance of their work is important to boys. They need to be praised not just for being good but for being successful in a particular enterprise. That enhances their self-esteems and self-assurance.
Here is a story to illustrate this. This summer we went to our country house. Grandpa was very glad. He said,
-  Here are my helpers. I need help fixing this garden pavilion.
- No, - Daddy said, - I am going fishing.
- I'll help, - Vanya cried out. - I can handle nails and a hammer.
- Who taught you that? - Grandpa asked in surprise. - That wasn't Daddy or was it?
- They taught us at the kindergarten!
This story was told by the mother of Vanya M., 6 years old.
Children's personal development is even more important than any specific skills acquired during training in separate groups.
At our kindergarten, girls do needlework. They are taught embroidering beginning the age of four. Even the least diligent girls change when they sit down to work. They become more careful and patient.
We provide some physical education classes in a single-gender format in designated sports facilities. Boys do strength exercises developing not only power and endurance, but also balance and self-control. Programs for girls include flexibility exercises, and grace of movement is the main focus.
One of our good traditions is holding annual celebrations for girls and boys. Anything we do at the kindergarten is successful when supported and helped by parents. We pay a lot of attention to what children do together with either their moms or dads. Our interesting discoveries include holding separate meetings with girls' moms and boys' dads. This helps mothers and fathers to understand better the needs and particular qualities of their children, do things together with them, show the kids how much they care, and share their experiences.
At such meetings, parents are often given their home tasks. For instance, it may be suggested that fathers take their sons to a construction market on a weekend and buy screwdrivers. Mothers and their daughters may be asked to purchase silk ribbons and beads. At some meetings, we discuss joint work done by fathers and sons or mothers and daughters. Lessons taught by fathers, grandfathers and elder brothers teaching girls and boys to ski, roller-skate or play checkers, have become popular.
Father's image is very important for the correct psychic development of both girls and boys. The image of her father influences the forming of an ideal of a future husband in a girl. A girl's father's direct active influence on her and the model of a man's treatment of a woman the father represents will make the girl's growing easier and make her feel significant and self-confident.
Over their entire lives, sons keep comparing themselves to their fathers, trying to figure out how they measure against them. The insufficiency of his father's presence results in a boy's lower social activity and infantilism.
For a girl, being united with her mother is the basis of the development of her feminine personality while the development of a boy's personality often requires moving away from his mother psychologically. A boy has to move away from his mother to feel as a man while a girl has to love her father in order to feel like a woman.
Do we have any results? Yes, we do. First and foremost, we have rejected the traditional approach requiring that the masculine behavioral stereotype be forced on boys and feminine stereotype on girls. Helping our children develop specific qualities and personality traits inherent in one or the other gender, we do not cultivate any primitive inflexible models of strong boys and weak refined girls. Boys may be self-confident defenders, or pensive dreamers, or warriors, or philosophers, or romanticists, or inventors. Girls are not just princesses. They may be Amazon warriors, or starship commanders, or little devils. Our objective is raising harmonically developed persons with their own individual and gender traits.
Vocabulary

bias – уклон 

endurance – выносливость 

to enhance – увеличивать, усиливать, повышать 

locker – запирающийся шкафчик 

pensive – задумчивый 

prerequisite – предпосылка 

self-assuredness – самоуверенность 

screwdriver – отвертка 

Lexico-grammatical Tasks
1. Give Russian equivalents to the following words and expressions from the text:

to unfold the unique potentials of the genders; a visible bias towards feminization; developmental environments; to form gender stability by using color markers; to provide some physical education classes in a single-gender format; to hold annual celebrations for girls and boys

2. Find in the text the English equivalents for the following words and expressions:

находиться исключительно под женским влиянием; нарушать дисциплину; две особо оборудованные игровые зоны; способствовать развитию личностных качеств; должны воспитываться по-разному; демонстрировать мужской тип поведения; проводить совместные и специально организованные отдельные занятия
Comprehension Tasks
1. Choose the correct variant:
1) The pedagogues of the kindergarten described in the text pay special attention to …
A) the gender education

B) the intellectual development

C) the multicultural education

2) Psychologists have shown that children begin to understand their being boys or girls by the age of …

A) three

B) two
C) five
3) The pedagogues of the resource center “Girls and boys” organize …
A) only special separate classes for boys and girls

B) joint classes

C) both joint and separate classes

4) Color markets used in the kindergarten …
A) entertain children
B) remind children of their being girls or boys

C) inculcate the feeling of beauty in preschoolers
5) Complete the sentence from the text: “Anything we do is successful when supported and helped by…”
A) the students of the Preschool Education Faculty
B) parents

C) sponsors

2. Answer the following questions to the text:
1. What do the terms “sex” and “gender” reflect? 

2. When do children reach gender stability?
3. Who traditionally cares for children at home and kindergarten?

4. Do modern programs and methods created for local kindergartens take into account children's gender differences? 
5. Do you agree that modern education gives children no chance to realize correctly the feminine and masculine roles in the society?
6. How is the children’s environment organized by the group teachers trying to form gender stability?
7. What is the role of male teachers in bringing up children?

8. How is labor education organized in the kindergarten?
9. How do the group teachers work with parents?
10. What is the aim of the educational program “Girls and boys”?
 3. Answer the following questions and give your reasons:

1. Do you find the endeavors of the kindergarten of the resource center “Girls and Boys” progressive? 
2. Would you like your own child to attend this kindergarten?

Text 2
The Ingenious Little Ones
In 2008, the Ingenious Little Ones (ILO) resource center for the intellectual development of preschoolers opened at the Academy of Childhood kindergarten № 2523. Quite unusually, grown-ups and children work as partners at this innovational and fast developing preschool establishment. The kindergarten has five groups for children, aged three to seven, open 12 hours a day and three groups for children who come in for just 3 hours daily. The youngest kids, ages 6 months through three years, visit the Game Support Center with their moms for one hour daily. For as long as it has been open, the resource center has cooperated with kindergartens in the area of the intellectual development of preschoolers. The resource center now includes seven kindergartens, twenty-three more expected to join shortly.
At the Ingenious Little Ones resource center, efforts towards the intellectual development of preschoolers are based on the abilities development concept accepted in domestic psychology. The long-time development of this concept was headed by such psychologists as A.V. Zaporozhets, L.A. Venger, O.M. Dyachenko, and others. At preschool ages, psychic development is very dynamic and takes a lot of various routes. Throughout this period, a child's psyche keeps undergoing significant and most diverse changes concerning the amount of knowledge, personality traits, and sociability. The development of abilities is one of the most important aspects of these changes.
The understanding of this is primarily based on the cultural history theory developed by L.S. Vygotsky. According to him, a child develops by gradually entering the domain of human culture, mastering its means, and developing the ability to perceive the world and interact with it in ways existing within the culture. When this transpires, the means not just modify relations between an individual and the world but also allow an individual to influence himself or herself. While this mediated influence progresses, a child's psyche becomes conscious and deliberate. The means of culture mastered by a child enable him or her to analyze any new situation independently, while freely choosing a course of his or her actions and self-organizing his or her activities.
What are abilities?
According to L.A. Venger, abilities are universal actions serving to get directions in the world, using preschoolers' specific means. The principal means mastered by children at this age are image-oriented. They allow a child to as if duplicate the world, dividing it into the identified and the identifiers, and to "learn to look at the world through the eyeglasses of the human culture."
The abilities development concept uses a dual logic. On the one hand, a child masters such means as sensory models and symbols in a very definite sequence that has been studied by many researchers. On the other hand, preschoolers get used to children's activities, such as games, playing with blocks, drawing, learning verses, etc. In fact, children's activities form a specific environment where children's abilities are acquired and developed. Children discover the logic of means and the logic of various kinds of activities in creative cooperation with grown-ups. Grown-ups organize children's activities that allow them to share their knowledge and skills with the kids, in specific forms preschoolers can perceive. The years 2005-2008: Throughout the world, children just love Harry Potter and dream of also becoming wizards. Playing can help them feel like real beginner wizards. During a class entitled "The secret of the Philosophers' Stone", five-year-olds were enchanted by what their adult companion and, later, themselves did. The children weighed and mixed substances and then totally believed that they had just discovered the formula of the philosopher's stone (represented by a red lollipop). N.E. Veraksa and O.M. Dyachenko have identified three types of problems preschoolers resolve in various situations. Problems of the first type serve children to discover and learn the basic qualities of reality and relations within it, while getting familiar with the world around them. In wintertime, for instance, children see and play with snow and ice, learning some of their properties and observing natural phenomena such as snowfall or blizzard. Grown-ups must create conditions that make this observation possible and point out what's the most important. For children, learning basically means watching and asking questions. Grown-ups, using adequate means, teach them to generalize and understand generalization.
Problems of the second type involve transforming situations. In this case, the main way is experimenting and finding new possibilities in an already familiar environment. For instance, children wonder why snow disappears after it is brought home. Grown-ups must support children's cognitive initiatives, create conditions for experimenting, and help children generalize using the means available to them.
Problems of the third type involve children's living through various situations. This includes not just making impartial analyses of the reality but also considering children's personal attitudes towards it. In this case, children resort to symbolic means that allow them to think situations over and reveal their attitudes. For instance, when learning about winter, the experience may also include living through it. Children may listen to music associated with a blizzard, whirl like snowflakes, or shake pretending they are little rabbits out in the cold. In this case they use body language to express their impressions and attitudes towards winter and cold. This helps each child express his or her personal attitude to winter and convey his or her personal idea of it. What is important is that children generalize and represent their emotional experiences using the symbolic means of their culture. These may include drawing, dancing, making expressive movements, and using fairytale symbolisms.
Various kinds of abilities?
Characterizing the intellectual development of a child, one may refer to three groups of cognitive abilities that underlie the functioning of a preschooler's intellect. One of them includes the ability to discover and identify phenomena existing in reality, that is, perception and modeling. The second one includes the abilities to transform and represent dialectic relations, while the third one deals with symbolic representations of reality. As it happens, these abilities clearly show in any children's activities. While playing, children mimic grown-up activities like, for instance, treating patients or giving injections to dolls. To a child, the doll she is playing with is alive and not alive at the same time. The doll's role in playing and the way its body is arranged help the child express her understanding of the similar phenomena in real life and her related attitudes. For example, a doctor represents not only a sequence of actions while treating patients but also the idea of mercy. Mother represents kindness and care, a musketeer stands for valor and fidelity to friends, etc. These symbolic attitudes show with especial clarity when a game represents the most emotionally significant events, repeatedly involving the feelings of fear, joy, grief or victory. In such cases, what is the most important is not just mimicking adults but having feelings children associate with various events. 
Vocabulary

abilities – способности 
cognitive – познавательный 
to be enchanted – быть очарованным 
          fidelity – верность 

to mime – подражать 

mimic – подражательный
psyche – психика 

trait – характерная черта, способность 
to transpire – обнаруживаться, становиться известным 
to transform – превращать, изменять, преображать 
valor – доблесть 
  Lexico-grammatical Tasks
1. Give Russian equivalents to the following words and expressions from the text:

the intellectual development of preschoolers; the abilities development concept; psychic development; a dual logic; to support children's cognitive initiatives; to discover and identify phenomena existing in reality; to transform and represent dialectic relations; symbolic representations of reality

2. Find in the text the English equivalents for the following words and expressions:

отечественная психология; культурно-историческая теория; виды деятельности детей; творческое сотрудничество со взрослыми; обучать обобщать и понимать обобщение; выразить свое личное отношение; подражание взрослым: наблюдение за природными явлениями; поддерживать познавательную инициативу детей, создавать условия для экспериментирования
Comprehension Tasks
1. Complete the sentences:
1. At the Ingenious Little Ones resource center, efforts towards the intellectual development of preschoolers are based on…

2. The long-time development of the abilities development concept was headed by such psychologists as …

3. According to L.S. Vygotsky, a child develops by …

4. Characterizing the intellectual development of a child, one may refer to …

2. Answer the following questions to the text:
1. Kindergarten № 2523 is an innovational and fast developing preschool establishment, isn’t it?
2. What changes does psychic development keep undergoing at preschool ages? What is one of the most important aspects of these changes?

3. What are abilities according to L.A. Venger?
4. What problems do preschoolers resolve in various situations according to N.E. Veraksa and O.M. Dyachenko? 
5. What are the three groups of cognitive abilities that underlie the functioning of a preschooler's intellect?
3.   Answer the following question and give your reasons:

Do you think Ingenious Little Ones resource center program will yield positive results?
Text 3
Developing Children’s Values
The center for children's development at kindergarten № 1837 is a resource center that helps children acquire personal systems of values. This is among the most relevant issues in the modern world. When just expecting a child, parents have always dreamed about what he or she will become having grown. Their dreams changed with the times.
So what is the modern meaning of acquiring a personal system of values in such a giant metropolis as Moscow where people of various ethnic backgrounds live? We believe that these values include peace, non-violence, and tolerance. Common human values take priority. They are life and health, free personal development, the ideals of citizenship and love for one's family, country, and nature. It is also a capacity for cultural dialogue and for affirming the culture of peace.
The modern world is very different. The lives of modern children are more interesting, they love freedom and easily comprehend innovations. They easily get familiar with computers and modern technologies. This is why we no longer use the outdated ways of working with kids. Our objective is to see correctly and understand the world that surrounds our children. We would like children to be friendly, capable of understanding the value of others and receiving knowledge of other cultures from them. Having once learned to regard other children with interest, a child, as he or she grows, will be able to speak a common language with others, together resolving many issues, including peace on Earth.
Love for one's country and friendliness towards other ethnicities are important moral values, the qualities a person must not grow without. Regardless of their ethnic backgrounds, preschoolers easily like and understand other children if they share games and other pastimes. Friendly relations existing between children in our kindergarten are due to the overall atmosphere of friendliness. Being able to understand the next person and act so as not to hurt his or her human dignity is among the most important moral principles we follow in our work.
Patriotism is a complex feeling, and it may be fully formed only in adults. However, the beginning of that feeling goes back to our childhood. Everything goes back there. Importantly, a person should begin becoming a patriotic citizen while still being a child.
To a preschooler, his or her country is his or her home, family, kindergarten, language, songs, and music. Pedagogically, it is important that our every child should have a capacity for compassion and that should include one's family, coevals, fellow citizens, and fellow humans.
The world's pedagogical experiences include the issue of raising preschoolers in the love of peace. This is supposed to cover the following five areas:
• The development of positive and friendly attitudes towards the world;
• The development of independence and teaching to interact with others;
• The inculcation of the spirit of pluralism and preparation for two-way communication;
• The development of the feeling of ethnic belonging;
• The development of international human solidarity.
The social significance of the work done at our resource center and other network kindergartens is in teaching children to love their own country while respecting and interacting with people of other ethnical backgrounds, which creates a potential for peace, work, friendliness, and well-being. We teach children to be able to take the joys and sorrows of the next person close to heart. If such are the values instilled in children, they will remain with them throughout their adult lives. If a person is consistently taught to be good as a child, he or she will always do good.
Here is what a child told her teacher: "My mom and I were returning home after a walk when it began raining. We saw an old woman selling apples who had no umbrella and was soaking and cold I asked my mom to buy all the apples from her so that the old woman could go home." The story was discussed with children and one boy said he would ask his mom to buy an umbrella for the old woman.
We could tell lots of such stories yet our principal objective is to make sure that such shoots of kindness do not perish and, instead, keep growing. That our children could feel happy when they make others happy.
The experimental work done at the resource center resulted in the development of methodological aids so as to enable all educators to attain their objectives. The I Am Human program has been modified and added to and methodological aids for working with children and parents have been prepared for publication. Each child participating in projects learns about folk arts, cultures and traditions all over Russia and the world. Children learn to be patriotic and tolerant while being involved in various activities together with other children of various ethnic backgrounds.
Other Moscow kindergartens also get involved in our programs for helping preschoolers acquire their values, such as tolerance, peacefulness, non-violence, and patriotism. The organization of a museum of travels, ethnic cultures, histories, objects, etc. at every kindergarten is an important element of this work.
Our project aims at assisting the overall emotional and cognitive development of all children, at developing their morals, sense of duty, responsibility, team spirit, and love for their city and our nature. We believe that every preschooler must be helped to become interested in and careful about history, culture, and social life at home and elsewhere. Our children are interested in remarkable people, cultural monuments, art, music, dancing, and children's books. Children get experiences of cultural interaction in different areas and develop patriotism and tolerance. We have already seen some positive results of our experimental work: relations in our team are getting better, children become more friendly, and their cognitive interests and outlooks are widening.
The kindergarten offers conditions necessary for the harmonic development of children, their self-expression and their being a part of an entire world of people where there is a place for them and where they have certain rights and duties. Children learn to share positive feelings and communicate with peers while getting to know a complex world of human relations.
At our kindergarten, we especially value joint activities of educators, parents, and children. Such activities help a child perceive his or her personality, family, and background. Family albums may include information about children's home towns, families, traditions, and trips-everything familiar to children.
Here is a story from the family album of Aida Magomedova: "Dagestan is a place in our beautiful country. It is situated by the Caspian Sea, the Caucasus mountains are above it. Our multicultural people are very hard working. Dagestan is rich in traditions, cultures and is very hospitable. Aida and her elder brothers visit the motherland of their mom and dad every year. Their grandma and grandpa live in Dagestan and wait for them impatiently. After a whole year in the dusty city, children are happy to spend a summer in the country among their family and friends, walk barefoot on green grass and swim in a mountain river."
Little by little, preschoolers learn about the history of Moscow and the traditions and habits of the Russian people. During music classes one cannot help dancing and jumping. Parents, teachers, and children are very glad to take part in folklore celebrations and city contests. At the art studio, preschoolers learn about paintings done by famous artists and also paint and draw. Whatever our children paint with, water colors, gouache, pastel, coal, crayons, their works show their love for nature, their families, and the history of our people.
We are proud of our museum of traditional handicrafts arranged by teachers and parents. There, children see true folk art, dishes and toys decorated by the best folk painters from Gzhel, Kargopol, Dymkovo, Khokhloma, Gorodets, etc. Children express their impressions of native land in their own handiwork. Their objects may be made of paper but they are bright and colorful just like those made by true craftsmen.
Our children live in remarkable times when the borders of countries are open and they have a chance to see the entire world not just in movies and books but also during family trips. Educators must keep making sure that children want to know more and more, become observant and eager to learn about the lives of people around the world.
Vocabulary
coeval –  сверстник, современник

capacity – способность 

compassion – жалость, сочувствие, сострадание
to comprehend – понимать, постигать
outdated – устаревшие 

to perish – погибать 
values – ценности 

Lexico-grammatical Tasks
1. Give Russian equivalents to the following words and expressions from the text:

to acquire personal systems of values; a capacity for cultural dialogue; to be able to take the joys and sorrows of the next person close to heart; their cognitive interests and outlooks are widening; self-expression; to have certain rights and duties; to know a complex world of human relations; to take part in folklore celebrations and city contests; the inculcation of the spirit of pluralism

2. Find in the text the English equivalents for the following words and expressions:

важные нравственные ценности; независимо от этнического происхождения; человеческое достоинство; способность к состраданию; достигнуть цели; чувство долга, ответственность; дух команды; гармоничное развитие детей; особо ценить совместную деятельность воспитателей, родителей и детей; интернациональная солидарность; этническая принадлежность; рукоделие
Comprehension Tasks
1. Complete the sentences:
1. Common human values take priority. They are ..

2. Our objective is …

3. The experimental work done at the resource center resulted in …

4. Our children are interested in …
5. The kindergarten offers conditions necessary for …

6. Little by little, preschoolers learn about …
2. Answer the following questions:
1. What important values do children acquire at the Developing Children’s Resource Center?

2. What relations between children of various ethnic backgrounds exist at the kindergartens of the center?

3. What five important aspects in raising preschoolers in the love of peace have been developed at the Developing Children’s Resource Center?

4. What is the social significance of the work done at the center and other network kindergartens?
5. What do children participating in projects learn about?
6. What are the results of the experimental work at the Developing Children’s Resource Center?

3.   Answer the following questions and give your reasons:

It is very important to help children acquire personal systems of values, isn’t it?  Do you find the experience of the Developing Children’s Resource Center valuable?
Text 4
The Bilingual Child – a Dialogue between Languages and Cultures

The inflow of immigrants from the former Soviet republics increases the presence in Moscow kindergartens of non-Russian children with no command of the Russian language, living in families with specific ethnic traditions and ways of life. Some Moscow kindergartens are simultaneously attended by children of 15 or more ethnic backgrounds. According to sociological research, this trend is going to continue increasing.
As shown by the past decade's experiences of Moscow and Russia, integrative approach to the development of non-Russian children is the most promising. This means that non-Russian children grow to speak Russian as their second native as opposed to foreign language and join the Russian culture without losing their own. The fact that children, while learning the Russian language and joining the Russian culture, fully preserve their own is very important to their parents.
This is what the parents of Arman Arutunian say: "Despite living far away from our country, we try to make sure that our children remain a part of the Armenian culture and speak Armenian at home. When communicating with family and Armenian friends living in Moscow, we mostly speak Armenian. Every year, our children spend several months back in Armenia, with their grandparents. Yet we believe that children who live in Russia must speak Russian and we try to help the children to learn it. We read them Russian books, explain words they do not know, let them watch Russian cartoons, and make friends with Russian families. We hope that our children, having preserved their native language, will be able to speak Russian with ease very soon."
The employees of the A.V. Zaporozhets Preschool Childhood Center have developed methods that allow to teach children the Russian language in the most natural way, while they are playing, so as to enable them to learn without difficulties in Russian language schools in the future. The effectiveness of teaching Russian to preschoolers whose native languages are other than Russian depends on the ability of educators to use flexibly the existing methods and develop individual study programs depending on the ages of children and the level of their command of Russian.
The employees of the Children's Development Center, kindergarten № 1787, serving as the basis for the Bilingual Child - a Dialogue Between Languages and Cultures resource center, have accumulated a rich experience working with bilingual children. We pay a lot of attention to how we educate bilingual children. We understand that early childhood is the most important time when children learn to speak. Any mistakes made during this period may very negatively affect the whole future life of a person.
The parents of our children are very anxious for how learning the Russian language may affect the children's overall development. The mother of Ramis Ibragimov said, "When we decided to send their child to a Russian and not a Tatar kindergarten, we were slightly worried, Tatar and not Russian being our family's native language. We ourselves had had a lot of problems learning Russian and believed that it might be easier for our son if he began learning the language while he was still small. Most importantly, in this way Ramis would find friends. All this would help him a lot when he consequently went to a Russian school. At the kindergarten, Ramis had a friendly reception and was helped through difficulties he had communicating. Pedagogues made their recommendations as to what the boy's home activities should be. Little by little, he began learning to speak Russian."
For a child growing in a bilingual environment everything depends on how high is the level he or she may reach in at least one of the languages. The lack of an adequate command of any language (semilinguism) may be due to the lack of care on the part of adults responsible for the raising of the child for the quality of communication, the pithiness of utterances, and the development of vocabulary and grammar. This is why the professional competence of pedagogues working with bilingual children is exceptionally important. Children should hear correct, simple, and easy-to-comprehend speech from their teachers.
Having learned the methods of teaching children Russian as the second native language, our pedagogues not just use them in their work but also create their own methods to be used in special conditions, that is, depending on the number of children in a group who speak no Russian at their ages. They created speech games and exercises intended to help kids develop their language skills. Appropriate verses, songs, fairytales, active games and role games help children learn Russian vocabulary and grammar.
S.N. Brezhneva, a pedagogue of our kindergarten, is ethnically Ukrainian who has lived in Moscow for the most part of her life and considers Russia her country. That made her even more thrilled to once again feel Ukrainian among our Ukrainian children, breathe the air of the Ukraine, listen to its melodic songs, dance its dances, and enjoy the beauty of its ethnic dresses. Of course, no one remained impassive preparing and, even better, tasting Ukrainian dishes. Ms. Brezhneva believes that immersion in a culture at the level of kindergarten children may not be very profound and is but a fleeting look at a different culture. Yet it helps children open a door to the beautiful world of various cultures and teaches them respect for others who look and speak differently, sing other lullabies, and read very different fairytales. Despite all the differences, understanding and respect leave no place for quarrels and resentments. In the modern world, the issue of ethnic tolerance and living in friendship and accord is very important. It should be resolved as early as possible, still in the kindergarten.
At our resource center, we develop ways of multiculturally educating preschoolers during their class activities, while they have fun and play. We work out recommendations as to enriching the object-oriented developmental environment of the kindergarten by adding intercultural components to it. Our educators become actively involved with our children's multiethnic families. Our relations with parents are based on mutual trust and respect. When parents first bring their children to us, we try to find out more not just about the kids but also about the families, their customs and traditions.
Ramis Ibragimov's mother remembers that our teachers, when preparing for celebrating Sabantuy in order to acquaint the group with the Tatar ethnic traditions, came to her for help. She told the children about the Tatar culture and Tatar ethnic fairytales and games. Both the teachers and kids were fascinated. "I saw children prepare for the celebration, - Ramis' mother continued. - They included Tatar ornaments, tulips, in their pictures and added ethnic patterns to them. I made Tatar food for the kids. My son and I sang a lullaby in the Tatar language. Every child in attendance shared his or her impressions with his or her parents. The kids were very glad to have had a look at our very interesting culture. I was very happy to have been asked to help in the group's event. Ramis was very proud of his mom whom everyone, especially the girls, liked a lot. He told me how delighted they were discussing my ethnic dress and ornaments, examining things we brought from home, and remembering how tasty was the food. And I was glad to hear kind and grateful words from the adults and kids who were very interested in our culture."
A resource center on the basis of a kindergarten is a model of the multicultural society of the future where the effectiveness of acquired experience is multiplied when adapted to various conditions. Our resource center has become a public ground for enhancing methods and the skills of teachers and kindergarten directors. The resource center holds master classes, workshops, training sessions, and business games for educators. It has a laboratory where any educators in the city may receive consultations and use the practical materials created in the center. The resource center implements and tests its own methods of working with children while teaching them the Russian language as their second native and educating them multiculturally as dictated by conditions existing in various kindergartens.
Vocabulary
accord – согласие 
bilingual – двуязычный
immersion – погружение 

resentment – обида 

Lexico-grammatical Tasks
1. Give Russian equivalents to the following words and expressions from the text:

non-Russian children with no command of the Russian language; to join the Russian culture without losing their own; in the most natural way; bilingual children; a child growing in a bilingual environment; the lack of an adequate command of any language; easy-to-comprehend speech; immersion in a culture; a model of the multicultural society of the future

2. Find in the text the English equivalents for the following words and expressions:

поток иммигрантов; обучать русскому языку как второму родному; не оставлять места для обид и ссор; этническая толерантность; жить в дружбе и согласии; помогать детям развивать языковые умения; основаны на взаимном доверии и уважении; мультикультурное воспитание дошкольников
Comprehension Tasks
1. Choose the correct variant:
1) The inflow of immigrants from the former Soviet republics increases the presence in Moscow kindergartens of non-Russian children with no command of …
A) the Russian language

B) the English language

C) the native language

2) In the resource center the Bilingual Child - a Dialogue Between Languages and Cultures children, while learning the Russian language and joining the Russian culture … .
A) partially preserve their own
B) loose their own

C) fully preserve their own
3) According to the pedagogues of the resource center  the  … approach to the development of non-Russian children is the most promising.
A) individual

B) cultural history
C) integrative
4) Similinguism is …
A) an adequate command of one language

B) an adequate command of two languages

C) the lack of an adequate command of any language
5) At our resource center the pedagogues develop ways of …

A) early teaching foreign languages

B) multiculturally educating preschoolers
C) fostering moral values
2. Answer the following questions:
1. What methods have the employees of the A.V. Zaporozhets Preschool Childhood Center developed?
2. The employees of the Children's Development Center pay a lot of attention to how they educate bilingual children, don’t they?
3. Why is the professional competence of pedagogues working with bilingual children  exceptionally important?
4. What are the relations between pedagogues and parents at the resource center based on?
5. The resource center has become a public ground for enhancing methods and the skills of teachers and kindergarten directors, hasn’t it? 
 3. Speak on the  multicultural education of preschoolers of the Bilingual Child - a Dialogue Between Languages and Cultures resource center.
Text  5 
My Kindergarten at Home
The modern domestic system of preschool education increasingly relies on the innovational technologies used in the organization of pedagogical activities. This is why the idea of the psychological and pedagogical support of the development of children who do not attend kindergartens is becoming increasingly widespread. This area is predominantly covered by the activities of the My Kindergarten at Home resource center.
The psychological and pedagogical support of the development of children is a complex technology that assures the creation of optimal conditions for the development of preschoolers. The process also affects adults involved in it and helps children to adapt to their environment. First of all, this technology is used in the interests of children and only then in the interests of education.

The complex system of the psychological and pedagogical support of children who attend no kindergartens helps their age-specific and personal development and allows to control the development of children's personalities.

"Early childhood is an important period in children's development. That is when children first begin to communicate, come to know themselves, and discover the world and things and people in it. As is well known, the well-being of small children is assured by loving adults who take care of kids' health and development and try to give them as much joy as possible. Making their first steps at the center, grownups and children are immersed in the inimitable atmosphere of a family where they are always welcome and where children are loved whatever their moods, good or bad. Parents are always welcome at the parents' club where any problems will be resolved." - Irina Uvarova, the mother of two-year-old Alina, noted.

Svetlana Tolstikova, Cand. Ed. Sci., Research Director of the resource center, said:

"The area we have selected considerably adds to the potentials of educating and developing children at kindergarten. It provides conditions for improving not just children's health and education but also their social adaptation. In addition to that, we witness improvements in the competence of their parents. An increasing number of families seek competent psychological and pedagogical assistance. We have determined the specifics of the psychological and pedagogical support of children who attend no kindergartens. The existence of several tactics of such support has been substantiated theoretically and confirmed practically. A program of the comprehensive psychological and pedagogical support of small children who attend no kindergartens has been also substantiated. The principal areas to be covered by developmental activities targeting small children in specific social situations of development have been determined. Our objective is not just to find out about the specific qualities of small children who attend no kinder​gartens and to determine their psychological and pedagogical conditions of development but also to implement, test and determine the effectiveness of the comprehensive program of the psychological and pedagogical support of small children who attend no kindergartens."

Larissa Kruglova, Dr. Ed. Sci., Director of the resource center, said: "It is not an easy time for young families. Many developmental pro​grams are offered, but how to choose one that is right for children and satisfies parents' requirements? The objective of the My Kindergarten at Home resource center is professionally assisting families with children who attend no kindergartens, while accumulating and propagating the best experiences of Moscow's kindergartens."

His or her home and kindergarten are the same: favorite toys and interesting activities, parents staying close-by, prepare the small ones for joining a kindergarten. The resource center has 21 groups for small children, ages one to three. Playing sessions are conducted together with adult family members. There is a club for parents.

The center employs highly professional pedagogues. They turn any day into a celebration for adults and children. We are open to all. Everyone is invited to follow us through our creative shops.

At the pictorial activities center, children are given a chance to express themselves and to show and improve their creative abilities. Kids experiment with paper, pencils, plasticine, and colors, making amazing discoveries: they can paint with colors on paper or shape and mold a piece of plasticine into desired forms. While playfully learning, children move from simple to complex things.

The motor activity center is also popular among children and parents. There children are taught to walk, crawl, jump, and run correctly, keep their balance and play various games. The musical accompaniment of these activities helps involve children in playing faster and bright-colored toys help educators organize games. The little ones, their moms helping, not just learn the basic moves but also, cozily sitting on "little lemon" mats, gladly do relaxing exercises. A class over, kids and moms hug and hold each other to strengthen their positive emotions.

At the center of developmental games, a pedagogue assisted by Druzhok, his amusing little friend, brings children together in a circle and takes them on an amazing travel, full of surprising discoveries, merry encounters, and bright impressions. Finger games, amusing tricks, fairytales, and the first games played together with moms do not just develop the kids but also bring them closer together. Games are exactly where children make their first steps towards communicating with adults and coevals. This is also where they often say their first words.

At the center for musical development, children, right away, join round dance! Dances, songs, musical games, and percussion instru​ments make everyone participating in the show, including kids, parents, and teachers, feel joyful. Here, children first see a practically home kind of puppet show. Russian folk fairytales always make kids very emotional.

At the center, psychological support covers the following areas: developmental and correctional work with children, consulting for parents, and methodological assistance to pedagogues. The center is attended not only by normal, but also handicapped children. Families with handicapped children need special attention. During classes, pedagogues-psychologists teach parents to communicate with their children, play with them, and develop them. Specialists assist in overcoming children's social isolation and determining their further educational routes. Young parents always have lots of questions. The Parents' Club helps answer them all. Interesting lectures, training sessions, and presentations are designed to improve parents' competence. Common interests, similar situations, and joint search for solutions make the families of our children closer.

We took part in an online conference entitled "The Problems and Strategies of the Development of Preschool Education in Moscow over the Years 2008 through 2017" and several international academic/practical conferences entitled "Special-purpose Pedagogy: Theory and Applications" (Tartu, 2008), "The Current Aspects of Closing the Gap Between Schools and the Families of Children with Health Problems" (Moscow, 2008), and "Correction and Development of Children in an Multifunctional Interactive Environment" (Moscow, 2008).

Employees of the center organized roundtables and master classes and authored materials used at skill improvement courses entitled "A System Approach to the Development of Individual Teaching and Developmental Programs for Small Children and Preschoolers with Limited Abilities" and intended for defectologists and psychologists at Moscow Institute for Open Education in 2008-2009. They also authored many research articles. The My Kindergarten at Home resource center has prepared a collection of articles entitled "A System of the Psychological and Pedagogical Support of Children Who Attend No Kindergartens".

Vocabulary
to assure – гарантировать 

handicapped children – дети с отклонениями в развитии 
to hug – обнимать 
inimitable – неподражаемый, несравненный
percussion instru​ments – ударные инструменты
to substantiate – приводить достаточные основания, доказывать

target – цель, мишень 
to witness – быть свидетелем 
Lexico-grammatical Tasks
1. Give Russian equivalents to the following words and expressions from the text:
the modern domestic system of preschool education; the idea of the psychological and pedagogical support of the development of children who do not attend kindergartens; to seek competent psychological and pedagogical assistance; joint search for solutions; developmental and correctional work with children; methodological assistance to pedagogues

2. Find in the text the English equivalents for the following words and expressions:

комплексная система психологической и педагогической поддержки детей; погружаться в атмосферу семьи; социальная адаптация; были доказаны теоретически и подтверждены практически; творческие мастерские; продемонстрировать и улучшить свои творческие способности; профессиональная помощь семьям, чьи дети не посещают детский сад
Comprehension Tasks
1. Complete the sentences:

1. The complex system of the psychological and pedagogical support of children who attend no kindergartens helps …
2. The center employs …
3. The center is attended not only by normal, but …
4. During classes, pedagogues-psychologists teach parents to …

5. Employees of the center organized …
2. Answer the following questions:
1. What technologies does the modern domestic system of preschool education increasingly rely on?

2. What is the objective of  My Kindergarten at Home resource center?
3. How do pedagogues of the center work with parents?

4. What do children do at the pictorial activities center?
5. What are children taught at the motor activity center?
6. What games do preschoolers play at the center of developmental games?
7. How do children spend their time at the center for musical development?
8. What areas does the psychological support cover at the center?
3.   Answer the following question and give your reasons:
What do you think of the education experience of My Kindergarten at Home resource center? 
Text  6
Understand instead of Learning by Heart
The project is based on the principles of developmental teaching. It aims at teaching children to compare and generalize their own observations and perceive the beauty of the world as well as to improve the speech, thinking and creativity of preschoolers. The priority is given not to just remembering and mechanically recalling subjects of study but to understanding and evaluating events while practically interacting with teachers. Children acquire their initial skills allowing them to as much they can practically preserve the environment.
Their tasks include spending time in laboratories experimenting, observing, having fun, studying plants, soil and rocks and, at other times, taking part in stage shows, taking care of flowers and animals, listening to music and writing poetry. A lot of attention is paid to children and grownups, including parents, doing things together. The project provides for a close association of children with nature and their getting to know its laws. It also presumes cooperation between preschool establishments with state agencies, public organizations and families. The project is based on the ideas of stable development and its purpose is to make a contribution to the preservation of the humanity and its environment.
By this time, Moscow preschool establishments have accumulated a lot of experience. Some kindergartens employ environmental protection teachers who give extra-curricular lessons and lead excursions. Interesting designs of environmental protection rooms, laboratories, nature rooms with animals and plants in them, winter gardens and nature museums have been developed. These rooms are used for playing, displaying collections of natural materials, watching video materials, experimenting, learning about the laws of nature, etc. Experimental results are checked out during walks and field lessons. Preschoolers express their impressions of nature in their drawings, plasticine modeling, appliqué works, designs and music. There are interesting examples of using worthless materials, such as used packaging that birdfeeders or toys may be made of. There are even competitions among waste material users.
As children's environmental education greatly depends on families, kindergartens actively cooperate with them. Parents take part in excursions and environmental actions, such as the Day of the Earth or the Day of Birds. Parents and children are shown the necessity of saving water, electricity and heat. On the initiative of the Moscow Administration, a unique Environmental Atlas for children and parents was created. It introduces families to nature and familiarizes them with the environmental problems of Moscow, while illustrating environmentally correct behavior.
Children's limited possibilities of getting in touch with nature are among the principal problems of every metropolis. This is why many preschool establishments have created Environmental Paths in the closest parks or the woods. Interesting task series have been created for children of various ages. Children investigate various plants, experiment with water and watch growing vegetables. Some kindergartens arrange artificial landscapes on their grounds. This approach makes even a regular puddle interesting to watch and investigate.
As children's health depends on the environment while environment depends on citizens' behavior, ecological certificates for kindergartens are being created in Moscow. These unofficial documents have several sections that help to select the most favorable spots for walking with kids, while more rationally using various natural resources at kindergartens, decreasing their impact on the environment. As concerns environmental education, Moscow kindergartens successfully cooperate with nature preserves, museums, libraries, public organizations, the Botanic Gardens, the Departments of Education and Nature Management, TV channels, the editorial offices of newspapers and magazines, pedagogical colleges, universities, research organizations and skill enhancement schools for teachers.
Environmental education courses have been included in the programs of pedagogical universities and teachers' skill enhancement schools. Teachers attend seminars, master classes and exchange experiences at exhibitions and various meetings. Methodology aids, study films and computer presentations have been developed for them. Classes for teachers from various regions of Russia have been created at a number of Moscow kindergartens.
The contents
The project provides for the development of a number of original environmental sub-projects for children ages two to seven.
• Trees are Our Friends
Children become familiar with trees growing nearby, name them, watch seasonal changes in them, find out what trees need to live, find out about their friends, take care of trees and plant new ones.
• The Squirrel's Story

The principal idea is instilling other than users' attitudes in children towards animals and the understanding of that their existence is necessary. Children write letters to their favorite animals, receive answers from them (written by teachers), draw them, learn about their lives, watch animals in nearby parks and help them when necessary.
• What to do with garbage?

Children examine garbage at home and at their kindergartens, learn about warning markings on goods, learn about sorting garbage and make paper out of paper trash.

• The environmental certificate of a kindergarten

(the assessment of the environment at a kindergarten and the way it saves water, heat and electricity; working with kids and parents) This is related to the problems of global warming and the rational use of resources.

• The Environmental Path of a kindergarten

Each kindergarten has its own version of Environmental Path, its own tasks for children and tour scenarios.

• Environmental celebrations, actions, exhibitions and competitions for children and parents (the Day of the Earth, the Day of Birds, etc.).
• The "My City" Environmental Atlas and environmental fairytales.
• Creating a developmental environment: environmental rooms, laboratories, nature corners, mini-museums, weather stations, etc. and using it while working with children.
• Developing a module entitled "Environmental Education for Preschoolers" and training teachers.
• Introducing the "Environmental Education for Preschoolers" module to Moscow kindergartens.
Vocabulary
association – соединение, связь, общение 
enhancement – повышение, усиление
          to instill – внушать 
to presume – предполагать, допускать 

Lexico-grammatical Tasks
1. Give Russian equivalents to the following words and expressions from the text:

competitions among waste material users; limited possibilities of getting in touch with nature; to compare and generalize their own observations; to perceive the beauty of the world; to make a contribution to the preservation of the humanity and its environment;  extra-curricular lessons; environmentally correct behavior

2. Find in the text the English equivalents for the following words and expressions:

развивающее обучение; близкое общение детей с природой и изучение ее законов; сотрудничество  дошкольных учреждений с государственными, общественными  организациями и семьями; проблемы окружающей среды;  экологические сертификаты
Comprehension Tasks
1. Answer the following questions:
1. What principles is the project based on?

2. What is the aim of the project?
3. How do children express their impressions of nature?

4. How do kindergartens cooperate with families?
5. How is environmental education organized in the kindergartens of the We and Nature resource center?

6. What organizations do Moscow kindergartens cooperate with?
2. Fill in the blanks with the following words and word combinations:

impressions, extra-curricular lessons, nature, families, pedagogical universities, Environmental Atlas
1. The project provides for a close association of children with … and their getting to know its laws.
2. Some kindergartens employ environmental protection teachers who give … and lead excursions.
3. Preschoolers express their … of nature in their drawings, plasticine modeling, appliqué works, designs and music.
4. On the initiative of the Moscow Administration, a unique … for children and parents was created.
5. As children's environmental education greatly depends on …, kindergartens actively cooperate with them.
6. Environmental education courses have been included in the programs of … and teachers' skill enhancement schools.
3.  Speak on the environmental education experience of the kindergartens participating at We and Nature project. 
Text  7
We Speak Many Languages
Do little children need foreign languages? Arguments as to the teaching of foreign languages to small children have continued for almost a century. Some people say little children should be taught languages while others warn against rushing this matter and traditionalists believe that foreign languages should not be taught till at least 12 years of age, as was the case before. Parents, when it comes to their own children and their future, have to make a choice which is not easy.
Moscow is a European capital city. In it, various foreign languages are not just heard in the streets or in school but its every resident begins to speak English or other languages to some extent. Whether we want it or not, even the youngest children know at least a few foreign words and understand how important is to be able to communicate in other languages.
The earlier we start teaching foreign languages to children, the earlier we open the world of children speaking other languages to them.
The We Speak Many Languages resource center was created in order to teach preschoolers to understand and use foreign languages. The center accepts preschoolers and the youngest school children, ages two to ten.
The We Speak Many Languages resource center is developing a modern strategy of linguistic education. It is supposed to practically introduce that modern strategy of linguistic education and the Joy of Communication program intended to form "early communicative competence" in preschoolers.
The resource center makes possible following the same teaching strategy throughout the entire course continuing from kindergarten to school. It uses successive programs and study aids that follow children from infancy through primary to the secondary school.
The modern methods of the early teaching of foreign languages are oriented towards the harmonious development of children while they master their native and foreign languages.
The early teaching of foreign languages means the recognition of the existing social interest in foreign languages and the confirmation of their importance for continuous personal development, including receiving further education and becoming prepared for taking part in international and multicultural cooperation.
The professionals of the center believe that modern children need a modern system of education that must account for their linguistic potentials while giving them a chance to use their abilities. Our advanced research theoretically substantiates the value and practically confirms the effectiveness of the early teaching of foreign languages to modern children with their new type of consciousness. The goals of the program will be achieved provided a beneficial atmosphere and a single educational space are created within a multilingual and multicultural environment.
The work will require professionally trained personnel, the realization of the creative potential of every pedagogue, the improvement of the overall educational level, and the use of new technologies. All the above is achievable at the resource center that has a networking connection with various educational establishments in Moscow. We believe that any results may be attained only through a close cooperation of educators of various specializations employed by various institutions.
The main objective of the resource center is teaching children to understand and use foreign languages before they even become aware of the process. This may be only made possible by children's spontaneous and continuously repeated use of objects and toys in various situations. When this form of playing is used, children's minds register not as much words as activities. Situations entail the involuntary remembering of speech that children first use and then comprehend.
The communicational development of infants and preschoolers takes place in their native and foreign languages. The improvement of parental culture where early linguistic education is concerned and the creation of a beneficial atmosphere within a single educational environment play a major role in a multilingual and multicultural context.
A program of educating small children, laying foundations of children's future personalities, forming their attitudes toward the surrounding world and being built on communication and children's and adults' joint activities for the improved speech and social development of infants, is being developed at the resource center.
At this time, about 300 children are educated at the We Speak Many Languages resource center. The center employs 70 pedagogues. This friendly and highly professional team is special in that it brings together the wisdom of older teachers and the creativeness of the young trying to find new ways for implementing their ideas.
Vocabulary
to account for – отчитываться, отвечать, объяснять
confirmation – подтверждение, утверждение
to entail – влечь за собой, вызывать 
involuntary – ненамеренный, непроизвольный 
Lexico-grammatical Tasks
1. Give Russian equivalents to the following words and expressions from the text:

"early communicative competence"; the harmonious development of children; to take part in international and multicultural cooperation; a multilingual and multicultural environment; a networking connection with various educational establishments; the goals of the program; children's and adults' joint activities for the improved speech and social development of infants

2. Find in the text the English equivalents for the following words and expressions:
сделать выбор; раннее обучение иностранным языкам; реализация творческого потенциала каждого педагога; использование новых технологий; ненамеренное запоминание; создание благоприятной атмосферы; лингвистический потенциал; теоретически подтверждает ценность и практически доказывает эффективность
Comprehension Tasks
1. Choose the correct variant:

1)  The center accepts preschoolers and the youngest school children, ages ...
A) seven to eleven

B) two to ten
C) four to twelve

2) The We Speak Many Languages resource center is developing a modern strategy of …

A) environmental education

B) linguistic education

C) physical education

3) The We Speak Many Languages resource center is teaching children to understand and use foreign languages …

A) before they even become aware of the process
B) only after they become aware of the process
4) About … children are educated at the We Speak Many Languages resource center.
A) five hundred

B) three hundred

C) one thousand

5. The center employs … pedagogues.
A) seventy

B) one hundred

C) two hundred
2. Answer the following questions:
1. With what purpose was We Speak Many Languages resource center created?
2. The We Speak Many Languages resource center is developing a modern strategy of linguistic education, isn’t it?
3. What does the early teaching of foreign languages mean?
4. Does the advanced research practically confirm the effectiveness of the early teaching of foreign languages to modern children?
5. What is the main objective of the resource center?
6. What program of educating small children is being developed at the resource center?
7. How many children are educated at the We Speak Many Languages resource center?
8. How many pedagogues does the center employ?
3.   Answer the following questions and give your reasons:
What do you think of the early teaching of foreign languages? At what age should children be taught foreign languages? 
Text  8
Panduit, the Talking Doll: an Experiment in Friendship Formation
If you were a five-year-old child would you like a 2-foot-tall doll for a friend? Panduit, although it couldn’t move, could talk and it played the starring role in a recent study of how children make friends. As Gottman (a psychologist) found out, six social processes predicted whether children became friends or not. They are: clear communication, information exchange, establishing common ground activities, exploration of similarities and differences, conflict resolution, and self-disclosure.

In 1986 a psychologist Parker programmed Panduit, the talking doll, to act in a socially skilled manner or in an unskilled manner. There was a hidden wireless microphone in a doll that allowed an adult assistant to act and talk with the child in an age-appropriate way. 

In one condition, Panduit followed all the rules of forming friends. For example, Panduit spoke clearly, shared information, tried to establish common ground, and resolved conflicts effectively. In the other condition, Panduit was socially unskilled, and the doll deliberately spoke unclearly, minimized the similarities between itself and its playmate, and didn’t resolve conflicts well. Forty-four 4-to 5-year-old boys and girls paid Panduit a 30-minute visit in its laboratory home. Half of the children met a skilled Panduit and the remaining children met a socially inept Panduit. A variety of measures were used to determine whether or not the children and Panduit became friends. First, the children were asked wheather they wanted to return to play with Panduit again or not. Second, the parents rated how much the children liked Panduit. Third, independent raters listened to how children described the visit with Panduit to their mothers immediately after the play session. The raters scored a variety behaviors such as how much fun they had, how reluctant they were to leave Panduit, and how similar they felt to their new talking friend. 

The central question was: Did children who interacted with a skilled Panduit hit it off more often than those who met an unskilled Panduit? Only about one-third of the children actually hit it off. However, Panduit’s social skills made a difference: 55 percent of the children in the skilled Panduit condition hit it off compared to only 14 percent of the children in the unskilled condition. Girls seemed to do better than boys in making friends with Panduit, probably because Panduit talks better than it jumps and romps. – activities that boys prefer.

The study provides experimental support for the role of the six social processes in the formation of friendship.

Vocabulary
exploration – исследование
to hit off – находить общий язык

inept – неподходящий
to romp – шумно играть 
self-disclosure – самораскрытие 

Lexico-grammatical Tasks

1. Give Russian equivalents to the following words and expressions from the text:

to act in a socially skilled manner or in an unskilled manner; in an age-appropriate way; to provide experimental support; to play the starring role; to follow all the rules of forming friends; independent raters
2. Find in the text the English equivalents for the following words and expressions:
установить точки соприкосновения; обмен информацией; исследование сходств и различий; решение конфликтов; намеренно говорит нечетко; сводить к минимуму сходства между собой и товарищем по игре
Comprehension Tasks
1. Answer the following questions:
1. Who programmed Panduit, the talking doll? 

2. What could Panduit do?
3. For what purpose was Panduit made?
4. What are the six social processes in the formation of friendship?
5. How did Panduit behave interacting with children?
6.  What measures were used to determine whether or not the children and Panduit became friends?
7. Did children who interacted with a skilled Panduit hit it off more often than those who met an unskilled Panduit?
8. Who seemed to do better in making friends with Panduit boys or girls? 
2. Fill in the blanks with the following words and word combinations:

formation of friendship, deliberately, the starring role, measures, followed

1) Panduit, although it couldn’t move, could talk and it played the … in a recent study of how children make friends.
2) In one condition, Panduit … all the rules of forming friends.
3) In the other condition, Panduit was socially unskilled, and the doll … spoke unclearly.
4) A variety of … were used to determine whether or not the children and Panduit became friends.
5) The study provides experimental support for the role of the six social processes in the ….
3. Give a summary of the text.
Text  9
Parental Warmth or Hostility
Parental warmth is considered to be very important in the process of child’s socialization for several reasons. 

First, the child of warm parents is afraid of losing their love and approval and therefore the need for harsh forms of discipline to gain compliance is often unnecessary. In contrast, the threat of losing love is unlikely to be an effective mechanism of socialization when used by hostile parents. What has the child to lose? Even on those occasions when physical punishment is utilized by warm parents they find it more effective in limiting their child’s behavior than do hostile parents.

Second, the frequent use by warm parents of reasoning and explanation permits the child to learn social rules and to identify situations in which a given behavior is appropriate. It is easier to learn the rules of the game if someone tells you what they are and why you should play that way.

Third, loving parents make children feel good about themselves and this leads to security, low anxiety, and self-esteem in the children. Such attitudes and emotions are more likely to be conducive to learning than the high anxiety and tension associated with hostility or physical punishment in parents. The high stress associated with a hostile family situation may interfere with the child’s learning the rules  of the  “socialization” game that the parent is attempting to teach.

There are other reasons why warm parents may be more effective than hostile parents in inhibiting their child’s behavior, particularly aggressive behavior. When physical punishment is used to control aggression, the hostile parent is also in anomalous situation both frustrating the child, which may lead to greater arousal of anger, and of offering an aggressive model to the child. As might be expected under such circumstances, the child usually exhibits little aggression in the home towards the threatening parents, but displaces it to others outside the home.

Vocabulary
compliance – согласие, податливость, уступчивость
conducive – благоприятный, способствующий

to inhibit – препятствовать, сдерживать, подавлять
self-esteem – самоуважение

Lexico-grammatical Tasks

1. Give Russian equivalents to the following words and expressions from the text:
warm parents; hostile parents; harsh forms of discipline; to gain compliance; the threat of losing love; an effective mechanism of socialization 
2. Find in the text the English equivalents for the following words and expressions:

бояться потерять любовь и одобрение; низкий уровень тревожности; физическое наказание; агрессивная модель поведения; часто прибегать к рассуждениям и объяснениям
Comprehension Tasks
1. Complete the following sentences:

1) Parental warmth is considered to be …

2) The child of warm parents is afraid of …

3) The frequent use by warm parents of reasoning and explanation permits the child to …

4) Loving parents make children feel …
5) The high stress associated with a hostile family situation may …
2.  Answer the following questions:
1. Why is parental warmth considered to be very important in the process of child’s socialization?

2. Why is the threat of losing love unlikely to be an effective mechanism of socialization when used by hostile parents?
3. Does the frequent use by warm parents of reasoning and explanation permit the child to learn social rules and to identify situations in which a given behavior is appropriate?
4. Do you agree that loving parents make children feel good about themselves and this leads to security, low anxiety, and self-esteem in the children?
5. What consequences may be when physical punishment is used to control aggression by hostile parents?
3. Prove that parental warmth is very important in the process of child’s socialization.
Text  10
ChildFund International
ChildFund International is inspired and driven by the potential that is inherent in all children; the potential not only to survive but to thrive, to become leaders who bring positive change for those around them.

The heart of ChildFund International remains the one-to-one connection made through child sponsorship. Our work began in 1938 with an effort to build orphanages for the children who had been left without homes or families in the wake of the second Sino-Japanese War.

These orphanages were funded by individuals in America who "sponsored" an orphaned child in China. This approach continues today.

What began as a modest effort to build and operate orphanages, has evolved into a global force working for children encompassing the globe. Our area of excellence and great strength is our deep understanding of children's experiences of deprivation, exclusion and vulnerability, and our dedication to placing those experiences at the center of our policy and practice.

We work in 31 countries, assisting approximately 15.2 million children and their family members, regardless of race, creed or gender. Our distinctive approach focuses on working with children throughout their journey from birth to young adulthood, as well as with families, local organizations and communities globally to create the environments children need to thrive.
Vocabulary
creed – вероучение 
exclusion – исключение 
inherent = присущий, неотъемлемый, прирожденный

orphanage – сиротство, приют для сирот
to thrive – процветать, преуспевать

vulnerability – уязвимость, ранимость
Lexico-grammatical Tasks

1. Give Russian equivalents to the following words and expressions from the text:

a modest effort to build and operate orphanages; to evolve into a global force; deep understanding of children's experiences of deprivation, exclusion and vulnerability; throughout their journey from birth to young adulthood
2. Find in the text the English equivalents for the following words and expressions:

независимо от расы, вероисповедания и пола; не только выживать, но и процветать; скромная попытка строить и управлять приютами; охватывать весь мир; спонсорская помощь детям
Comprehension Tasks
1. Answer the following questions:
1. When does the work of ChildFund International begin?
2. Why was it organized?

3. What does ChildFund International do? 
4. How many countries does ChildFund International work in?
5. How many children does ChildFund International assist?
2. Fill in the blanks with prepositions where necessary.

1) ChildFund International is inspired and driven …the potential that is inherent in all children.

2) The heart of ChildFund International remains the one-to-one connection made …child sponsorship.

3) Our work began in 1938 with an effort to build orphanages …the children who had been left … homes or families.

4) We work … 31 countries, assisting approximately 15.2 million children and their family members, regardless … race, creed or gender.
3. Give a summary of the text.

Text  11
Stepping Stones
The transition to grade one can be a stressful time for children and families even if the children have had a successful Early Childhood Development Program experience. Stepping Stones is focused on helping young children develop the skills they need to make a successful transition into primary school. The model has four major components addressing knowledge and practices of
-   Parents
-   ECD Teachers
-   Grade One Teachers and
-   Child-to-Child support
Joint training and activities for ECD and grade one teachers focus on active learning to help children gain skills to make successful transitions, classroom structures, parent involvement, specific curriculum activities, rituals, and helping children experiencing stress. Each ECD teacher and grade one teacher pair form an agreement about what they will do to aid successful transition. They share information and visit each other's classrooms to better understand practices, expectations and individual children.
Parents are trained about recognizing stress in their children, effectively engaging with ECD and grade one teachers, and helping their children adapt to changing expectations. They observe classrooms, discuss their expectations and make use of natural transition times.
Various child-to-child activities encourage children to ease the transition for one another.
Stepping Stones has demonstrated impact on children, teachers and parents!
Vocabulary
curriculum – программа обучения

impact –  влияние, воздействие
transition – переход

Lexico-grammatical Tasks

1. Give Russian equivalents to the following words and expressions from the text:
parent involvement; specific curriculum activities; to help children experiencing stress; to aid successful transition; to form an agreement; to adapt to changing expectations; to recognize stress in their children
2. Find in the text the English equivalents for the following words and expressions:
благополучный переход в начальную школу; помогать детям развивать необходимые умения; учителя первоклассников; делиться информацией; облегчать переход
Comprehension Tasks
1. Answer the following questions:
1. Is the transition to grade a stressful time for children and families?
2. What skills does Stepping Stones help young children develop? 
3. What four major components has the model?
4. What agreement does each ECD teacher and grade one teacher pair form?
5. How do ECD teacher and grade one teacher co-operate?
6. What do parents do to help their children make a successful transition into primary school?
2. Do you think it is important to help young children develop the skills they need to make a successful transition into primary school? Speak on the program  Stepping Stones. 
Text 12
It's Better with a Mom
As a child Katya K. wasn't paid that much attention. She was raised in a disadvantaged family with many children in a small Belarussian town Smorgon. Her mother was an alcoholic, her father was unknown. As a teenager Katya got pregnant, the father of the baby refused to help her raise the child. Katya's mother turned her back upon her and the grandson. At the age of 18 Katya became a single mom with no support and no idea of how to take care of her newborn baby. The house she and the baby lived in burned down. Her little son got to the hospital. Health care specialists noticed that the baby had signs of severe neglect. They informed the local child protection service about this.
The investigation was carried out by social workers from Smorgon's socio-pedagogical center. Investigation of child abuse and neglect is a rather new element in the child protection system in Belarus. Not every center can do it properly. For specialists from Smorgon the procedure of social investigation wasn't new, as they took part in the Task group working on "Recommendations on Social Investigation" and Standards within ChidFund's Belarussia project "Supporting Orphans and Vulnerable Children". The Recommendations became the first document in Belarussia describing methodology of comprehensive investigation and criteria-based family assessment in child protection services.
Investigation by Smorgon child protection specialists revealed poor parental skills and a lack of knowledge on child's upbringing and development in Katya. Assessment showed that Katya's baby was in a high risk situation and his removal from the family was considered as one of the most probable options.
Luckily for Katya and her son at that very time Smorgon socio-pedagogical center was implementing the project "First Steps of Motherhood", financed through small-grant program of ChildFund Belarus. Katya was offered to improve her parental skills by taking part in an innovative Marte Meo course that was aimed at rehabilitating disadvantaged parents to keep family integrity.
Marte Meo is an innovative method to work with a disadvantaged family to develop empathy, attachment and parenting skills among mothers of children from 0-3 years old using video filming. This method fundamentally changes the  entire system of interaction between social service providers and their clients. Disadvantaged parents are no longer being preached at but they are treated with dignity and respect and encouraged to reinforce the parental skills they already have and acquire new ones in the atmosphere of support and praise. As a result of such positive-focused work parents are empowered to deal with their problems and follow specialist's recommendations with great enthusiasm.
Olga Chekun, Smorgon specialist: "The most difficult thing for us specialists was to change our attitude to these mothers. In most cases when you come to their place to shoot a film all you see is a negligent young mom, with dirty-faced hungry children, who hardly notice each others existence. But you understand that to change the situation for the better you need to stay positive and render as much assistance, support and understanding as you can. These women want to become good mothers, they simply don't know how. We specialists are to equip them with the knowledge they need".
After the Marte Meo course the emotional climate in Katya's family changed. Katya showed attachment to the child, focused attention on the baby's health, and devoted her efforts to the child's emotional development. In accordance with the recovery plan Katya and her son received comprehensive assistance, including humanitarian aid, welfare and habitation. They were provided with a room at a dormitory. All this effort contributed to the creation of a safe environment in the family and the idea of removing Katya's son from the family was dropped.
The Marte Meo method proved effective in other cases of disadvantaged families as well. In 62% of the cases family integrity was kept: children were no longer seen as being in high a risk situation and were not removed from the family.
Vocabulary

assessment – оценка
attachment – привязанность, преданность
child abuse – жестокое обращение с детьми
emphathy- эмпатия 

habitation – жилище 
to implement – выполнять, исполнять
          investigation – исследование 

 to preach – поучать
vulnerable – уязвимый 
welfare – благосостояние   

Lexico-grammatical Tasks
1. Give Russian equivalents to the following words and expressions from the text:

a disadvantaged family; to turn one’s back upon smb; signs of severe neglect; the child protection system; to be aimed at rehabilitating disadvantaged parents to keep family integrity; to treat with dignity and respect; to reinforce the parental skills; the creation of a safe environment in the family

2. Find in the text the English equivalents for the following words and expressions:

мать-одиночка; сирота; недостаток знаний о воспитании ребенка; изъятие ребенка из семьи; инновационный курс; система взаимодействия между социальными службами и их клиентами,  сохранить целостность семьи
Comprehension Tasks
1. Choose the correct variant:

1) As a child Katya K. …  .
A) was raised in  a good family

B) was raised in  a disadvantaged family
C) had no family at all
2) The father of Katy’s baby … .
A) helped her to raise the baby

B) died 

C) refused to help her raise the baby

3) Investigation by Smorgon child protection specialists revealed …
A) poor parental skills in Katya

B) good parental skills in Katya

4) Marte Meo is an innovative method to …  .
A) learn foreign languages

B) develop intellectual skills in preschoolers

C) work with disadvantaged families
5) Marte Meo course … in Katya’s case.
A) proved useless

B) proved effective

C) made harm

2.   Answer the following questions:
1. What is Katya’s background? Why did she become a single mom with no support?
2. What course was Katya offered to improve her parental skills?
3. What was the aim of Marte Meo course?
4. What methods was Marte Meo course based on?
5. Did Marte Meo course help Katya’s family?
6. What results did Katya show after the course?
3.  Speak on your attitude to Marte Meo course. What other methods used in rehabilitating disadvantaged parents to keep family integrity do you know?
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